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March Program

Wednesday, March 9, 2004 — Lois
Napier and her birds of prey

Lois journey into theworld of raptors began in 1992 with
avisittotheWildlife Center of Virginia, awildliferehabilita-
tion hospital. There she photographed the resident birds of
prey to use asmodelsfor her artwork. Enamored, Loisvolun-
teered asan animal caretaker inthe hospital. That experience
enabled her to comeinto contact with wildlife and to directly
see the impact that man has on it. After about 2 years, Lois
was invited to become a docent and at that time began her
tenure as an educator. She was taught how to handle many
species of birds of prey and how to convey information and
ideas to people of al ages. In 1994 Lois began the long ap-
plication process and was granted her Federal Education Per-
mitin 1995. Asan artist and naturalist, L ois has spent the last
20 years studying wildlife and nature. She continues to do
field studies aswell asreading and attending lectures.

Lois currently holds permits from both the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Virginia Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries to possess non-releasable birds of prey for
education. Her permits allow her do programs in Virginia,
Maryland, West Virginiaand Washington, D.C.

Early Announcement of and Extraordi-
nary Program at NCTC

Wednesday, April 14, 2004 at 7:30 PM at NCTC

Our joint program with NCTC thisyear featuresaward-
winning author Gary Ferguson. In hislatest book Hawks

-NCTC Program continues on page 3

March Field Trips
Two Trip Scheduled

Sunday March 7, we'll travel to the Blandy Farm/Vir-
ginia Arboretum on Route 50. We'll walk the Arbore-
tum native plant trail. If there are any native trees or
shrubs you have wanted to identify, here is the place
whereyou can do it—all thetreesand shrubs are clearly
marked. After that we' |l check out the woods and open
meadows to see what we can find.

We' |l meet at the Visitor's Center on Rt. 340 at the
entranceto Bolivar, opposite the parking lot for Harpers
Ferry National Park at 8:30a.m. We can car pool from
there.

Sunday March 21, we'll celebrate thefirst full day of
spring with atrip to Nolan's Ferry on the C& O Canal
and explore the fields and ponds at Lilyponsin Mary-
land.

The section of the C&O at Nolan’'s Ferry has open
fields and a section of mature woods that often yields
interesting birds. Thefieldsand pondsat Lilypons could
yield sightings of various ducks, great blue herons and
migrating shorebirds. Two yearsago we had 10-12 snipe,
along with various land birds. We'll be doing a fair
amount of walking so bring your waterproof walking
shoes or boots.

We will meet at the first parking lot at Nolan’s Ferry
at 8:30 am. If you need directions, contact Pat Hunter,
phunter@npca.org or 304-725-3936, to receive them by
email or snail mail.

-Field Trips continues on page 3




News from Yankauer Nature Preserve - - -

Summer Camp Details!

Back by popular demand, we are pleased to announce
that we will be offering EIGHT weeks of summer camp
this summer at Yankauer! We will be serving children
ages 6-12 and the daily schedulewill be 9-3. The costis
$85/week unless otherwise noted. The dates and themes
will be asfollows:

June 14-18: iAnimals Aboundi

June 21-25: iCreature Featuresi

June 28-July 1: iWeather the Weatheri
(Note: 4 day week fi only $75)

July 6-9: 1Geology Rocks!t (Note: 4 day
week fi only $75)

July 12-16: iTree-mendous Treesi

July 19-23: iCreepy Crawly Crittersi

July 26-30: iEarth Artistsi

August 2-6: 1Adventures in Naturel

For more information
about what each week
holds and registration in-
formation, go to our
w eb site
www.potomacaudubon.org
or call 304-676-3397. In-
ternship and junior counse-
lor opportunitiesare avail-
able and we love volun-
teerstolendahand. Please
help us spread the word!

Adam Benjamin looks for bugs during
last year’s"Incrediblel nsects" week.

DOWN TO THE WIRE!

Thanksto the generosity of our membersand friends,
theAnnual Appeal hasreached thelofty sum of $10,500!
Thelast weeks of these appeal saways present the great-
est challenge, but we still need to hit our goal of $12,000
before the end of March. Still, there’s hope! We just
received a“ Challenge” from an anonymous PVAS mem-
ber: This generous soul has pledged to match all dona-
tions up to the $1,500 we need, starting right now! This
isterrific, but wewon’t get this$1,500 unless our friends
and membersdig down for the same! So, please do what
you can to help. Thisisyour chance to make your gift

go that much farther. Please consider a gift to help us
reach our goal, all for the sake of the Yankauer program-
ming that is such a unique community asset. For your
convenience, we' ve enclosed a return envelope. In an
attempt to “ practice what we preach” and conserve, some
of you may receive our extra envelopes from last year.
Thanks for your help! Let’s meet this challenge!

Donate Your Vehicle!

Are you wondering what to do with your old wheel s?
Through a partnership with Winchester Auto Dealer’s
Exchange (WADE) we can now accept vehicles as do-
nationsl WADE will pick up the vehicle, clean it up,
auction it off, and send us a check (after taking a small
percentage for their service). It'squick, easy and mutu-
ally beneficia: you get a tax deduction for the Blue
Book value of the vehicle, and the sale of the vehicle
benefits the programs of Yankauer! What a deal! For
more details, contact Kristin Alexander at
PVA Smail @aol .com or 304-676-3397.

Get Onboard at the
Shepherdstown Train Station

Don’'t miss out on
the inaugural event
of “Preserve Part-
ners’—anetwork of
community mem-
bers who are inter-
ested in supporting
the Yankauer Pre-
serve. Plan to attend
our kickoff event at
the Shepherdstown Train Station on Sunday,
February 29 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. If you areinter-
ested in getting involved with our nature pre-
serveor have aspecial talent that would benefit
Yankauer, WEWANT Y OU! No dues, no fees!
Just come out to join Preserve Partners. Come
seewhat the buzz isall about. Bring your ques-
tionsand energy; wewill haverefreshmentsand
fun!! If you are interested, but can not make
the meeting, please call 304-676-3397 or e-mail
Ann Craig at yankauer pp@frontiernet.net.




President’s Perch
Hi Everyone - The ground-
hog said six weeksuntil spring,
and weareamost there. Even
though it hasn't looked much
like spring of late, we have
been busy putting our spring
and summer programstogether. Onthetop of thelistis
our camp scholarships ... please make sure any deserv-
ing young people get the details on how to apply, we
will be sending at least 5 kids to camp this year, aswell
as some to our Yankauer Day Camp. In addition there
are birds walks on March 7 & 21 and other outings to
get us out-of-doorsinto some spring sunshine (and prob-
ably someraintoo). Wil Hershberger isgetting ready to
start spring Birding 101 classes also (if you haven't a-
ready sent your name in, drop Wil a note at
woodsong_wv@earthlink.net).

Our Yankauer Preserve has invited all of us to their
kick-off event at the Shepherdstown Train Station on
February 29 (see page 2), 4-6 p.m., and therewill belive
birds at our next membership meeting on March 10.
What more could you ask for? With all we have going
on, I’'m sure there is something that will suit you.

It'salso thetime of year that we seek out new folksto
join our PVAS Board of Officers. So please consider
donating some timeto help usdo all the good thingswe
do by volunteering to fill one of thefollowing positions:
Treasurer, Education Chair, Publicity Chair, Conserva-
tion Chair, Fundraising Chair ... call the current Board
Member in the position, or me, for more information.

Have you heard those birds singing on sunny morn-
ings? ... have you seen any robins? ... and how about

those goldfinches, they are turning gold again! Come

inint 11 in walcomina enrinal NDiana Miillie

Summer Camp Scholarships

For information and applications, contact Sue
Mellott, 304-725-4153, or e-mail
[lamamamal @earthlink.net. Scholarships this year
will include Burgundy Center for Wildlife Studies
at Capon Bridge, WV, http://camppage.com/bcws/,
The Mountain Institute — Spruce Knob Mountain
Center, http://www.mountain.org, and West Virginia
DNR Junior Conservation Camp, http://
www.wvdnr.gov/environmental/ycpact.shtm. If you
know a deserving young person, get an application
started, now!

-NCTC Program continues from page 1

Rest: A Season in the Remote Heart of Yellowstone, In
his book, Ferguson comes to know the wild and beauti-
ful core of greater Yellowstone “asakind of sanatorium
for the disenfranchised, away station for men riding and
hiding spring to fall to escapewhatever cursesthey imag-
ine hovering in the culture at large.”

Gary Ferguson’s nature articles have appeared in doz-
ens of national magazines, including Outside, Serra,
Vanity Fair, American Forests, Big Sy Journal, Mod-
ern Maturity, Travel Holiday, and productions of New
York’s Children’s Television Workshop. He's also the
author of fourteen books on nature and science, includ-
ing Through the Woods: A Journey Through America's
Forests, a starred selection in Kirkus Review as well as
awinner of the prestigious Lowell ThomasAwards, and
Spirits of the Wild: The World's Great Nature Myths,
selected by the New York City Public Library as one of
the best books of 1996.

Gary has appeared on more than a hundred radio and
television programs; his nature-oriented essays can be
heard on National Public Radio affiliatesthroughout the
country. Before beginning hiswriting career he worked
as an interpretive naturalist for the U.S. Forest Service
in Idaho’s Sawtooth National Recreation Area.

Joinusat NCTC for an extraordinary program.

-Field Trips continues from page 1

Saturday, March 27, you are welcome to join the
Loudon Conservancy onitsmonthly bird and naturewalk
thru the Blue Ridge Center for Environmental Steward-
ship. Thisbeautiful 900-acre preserveislocated on Harp-
ersFerry Road, Rt. 671, in northwestern Loudoun County.
Only a few miles south of Harpers Ferry and the
confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers, this
property includes meadows in the valley and heavily
forested slopes on the Blue Ridge. The group meets at
the Neersville Volunteer Fire Station on Rt. 671 at 8:00
am.

April Trips

April 17, PVAS' sincomparable Bob Dean will lead
afield trip — destination to be determined. But wher-
ever Bob decidesto go it issureto be agreat experi-
ence. A trip to Altoona Marsh is tentatively scheduled
for Sunday, April 25.



West Virginia Water Conservation
Legislative Update

Excerpt from: Charleston Gazette 2/18/04

Panel Strengthens Water Study Bill
By Ken Ward Jr.

STAFF WRITER

A Housejudiciary subcommittee on Tuesday strength-
ened a bill to help the state manage its water resources.

Committee members expanded a Department of En-
vironmental Protection survey of large water users, from
a snapshot of several yearsto an ongoing annual effort.

The committee also gave DEP authority to write wa-
ter management plans, starting in 2006, for areas“where
the quantity of water resources are found to be currently
stressed or likely to be stressed.”

The committee, chaired by Delegate Corey Palumbo,
D-Kanawha, approved therevised hill. Thefull Judiciary
Committee is expected to take up the measure, perhaps
as early as next week....

In his State of the State address in January, Gov. Bob
Wise threw his support behind awater-use bill and pro-
posed hisown version. On Feb. 4, asomewhat modified
version of Wise's bill passed the Senate unanimously.

The version advanced by the House subcommittee
claims West Virginia's waters * as valuabl e public natu-
ral resources held by the state for the use and benefit of
its people.” ...

Rather than just preserving “common law” rights as
the Senate version did, the subcommittee languagewould
protect “riparian rights of capture, possession and all
other existing rights and remedies recognized by com-
mon law or by statute.”

The subcommittee also revived aprovision to require
ongoing annual reporting of water use by large users,
rather than a one-time survey or a survey over several
years....

The survey and reporting would apply to withdrawals
of 750,000 gallons a month or more.

In another expansion, the subcommittee added a re-
guirement for ongoing reporting of transfers of water
from one basin in the state to another. Water utilities
would be exempted from that requirement.
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We Need YOU on our Board
(Keep Reading!)

We need you to start thinking about volunteering two
hoursamonth to attend aboard meeting and afew more
hours to fulfill the duties of a board position, much of
which can be done at home. We don’t bite and we love
fresh and not-so-fresh faces.

Now isthetimeto let usknow if you or someoneyou know
would like to join the PVAS Board of Directors for aone or
two year term. You can be part of an environmentally respon-
sible, non-profit organization that enjoys apositive and pres-
tigious community image. Come help us fulfill the mission
statement that we proudly display on the front page of this
newsl etter.

If you have questions or would liketo nominate yourself or
someone else, contact Diana Cummins at (304) 728-0345 or
montex@frontiernet.net. You can also contact the current
board member in that position. (See last page) Nomi-
neeswill be onthe May 2004 ballot and voting will be held at
the May Spring Dinner.

The following positions are still open for next year:
fundraising, treasurer, publicity, and education. | hopeto
hear from you! —dc

AUDUBON AT HOME LAUNCHES
WEBSITE

Ivyland, PA, Thursday, February 5, 2004 —You know
where you live, but do you know your “ecologica ad-
dress?” Audubon At Home, a new program made pos-
siblein part by the US Department of Agriculture’ sNatu-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), is bring-
ing conservation home through an exciting, interactive
website designed to give guests useful information on
making their backyards more bird-friendly, and their
homes healthier and safer for their families. It accom-
plishesthis by helping usersidentify the natural charac-
teristics of their property and itsrolein local ecology.

Asthe centerpiece of thisyear’s Great Backyard Bird
Count (GBBC) www.birdsource.org/gbbc/, Audubonis
stressing the value of backyard habitat and asks partici-
pantsto maketheir yardsnot only bird-friendly, but also
bird-safe. The new Audubon At Home website, http://
www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/index.html, containsa
treasure trove of information that gives users the tools
they need to create backyards that will attract birds and
safeguard them as well.
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Peg Boyer

| December 10, 1945 — January 31, 2004

% Potomac Valley Audubon Society recently lost an
enthusi astic and hard-working member and friend,
Peg Boyer, who served as Hospitality Chair on the
PVAS Board from 2001 to 2003.

Peg joined PVAS soon after moving to Harpers
Ferry seven years ago with her husband, Dan. She
frequently assisted PVASwildliferescue coordina
tor, Diana Mullis, by transporting injured birds to
rehabilitation centers. She attended monthly mem-
bership meetingsregularly with neighbors, Lynn and
Tess. Accepting the job of Hospitality Chair after
it had been unfilled for abrief time, shetransformed
it immediately by taking on several new duties—
planning, negotiating, and arranging both the Christ-
mas potluck dinner and the annual May banquet—
in addition to coordinating refreshments for each
monthly meeting. She carried out her board duties
with aunique grace, style, and sense of humor.

Peg brought to PVAS some well-devel oped orga-
nizational skills from a work background that in-
cluded corporate, professional, real estate, and gov-
ernment jobs. Dan reportsthat she loved birds and
other animals all her life and that she grew up in
Chicago next to a forest preserve of several hun-
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“¥ is May 8 and the place is our own Yankauer Pavilion.
f': This event will be a casual, bring the kids, bring adish

./ toshare, picnic. Plansinclude possible bird walks, blue

. dred acres, where “she would wander out ¥
Li constantly...to her mother’s distraction.” I

.'

fﬁ’: We will miss Peg Boyer, enthusiastic, cheerful, 7?\
4% and caring friend. 7
;}1.:' m{
;ﬁ - Kathryn Henry, Past President, 2001-03 -
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Address Updates Appreciated

Help us update our files. We have lost many e-mail
addresses for people who used to have an email address
ending with either intrepid.net or stargate.com. Please
send your new e-mail addressto montex@frontiernet.net
or deldridg@citlink.net.

If you' ve changed postal addresses, we need that too.

We will keep you informed about both PVAS and/or
Yankauer happenings, tell uswhich. Thank you!

Annual Dinner
Mark your calendars for our annual dinner. The date

grassmusic, star gazing and an owl walk. Thisisatime
to honor some
of our out-
standing vol-
unteers, to an-
nounce newly
elected board
members and
enjoy the
comradery of
fell ow
PVASers.
More details
will be forth coming. - Susan Brookreson

MAKE A DIFFERENCE, JOIN PVASTODAY!

Whenyoujoin PVAS, you automati cally become amember
of the National Audubon Saciety.
Your membership includes:
4 Oneyear (six issues) of award-winning Audubon
Magazine
¢ Eightissuesof Valley Views, PVAS's newdletter of field
trips, programs, and local issues
4 Advancenotice of al PVAS events

ENCLOSED ISMY CHECK FOR:
$20 Individual SPECIAL OFFER, 1st timemembersonly!
$35 Individual (renewal)
$15 Seniors and full-time students.

Make checks payableto
National Audubon Society.
Mail to:
Membership Chair, PVAS
PO. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Name
Address

City s zIP

Chapter Code Y54

62
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The Potomac Valley Audubon Society meets at 7:30 p.m. on the seco%
Wednesday of each month, September through April, in the auditorium at the
USGS Leetown Science Center, Letown/Kearneysville, WV. Programs are free
and open to the public. For additional information about PVAS or its programs
and activities, please call any of the board members listed her or see http://
potomacaudubon.org. PVAS serves the Easter Panhandle of West Virginia and
neighboring Washington County, Maryland. /

President:
PVASBOARD Vice President:
The PVASBoard ifce;gﬁg
meets the first Conservation:
Wednesday of | | Education:
the  month | | ieoiih:
(Sept.-April) at Membership:
Shepherd Col- Er%gf'aﬁ]tj
lege, Snyder Publicity:
Hall, Room 317, ﬁiﬂ?ﬁiiﬂ%
7PM. These Yankauerliai.son:
meetings are ,
open toall PVAS | | Neracia bl
members. Web Master:

PVASWildlife Rescue Coord: DianaMullis........cccceeevvvieieiereniniceiene, 304-267-3482 & 304 724-4500(day)

PVAS Officers and Board Members
Diana Mullis 304 267-3482.........ocoveiieeieeeeeeeceeeee e dianamullis@aol.com
Diana Cummins 304 728-0345.........coooceuieeieieeeeeeee e eeie s montex@frontiernet.net
MinaGoodrich 304 876-2159 ........coceeeieieieie et larrymina@aol.com
Mike Zagarella 304 876-3165 ..... ozcouple@intrepid.net
Dale Nishet 304 535-9916.......ccccueireneeirieesereeeseeesesessesaeesnens dale_nisbet@nps.gov
Sue Méllott 304 725-4153.................. llamamamal@earthlink.net

Patsy & Ken Hunter 304 725-3936 ........cccorerriereneneneesesesieneenens phunter@npca.org
Susan Brookreson 304 263-2823 ........cccooevieeieeiiciee e brookre@earthlink.net
Mary Sue & Dave Eldridge 304 876-2337 .......ccccoceevverveineiennans marysuee@xcitlink.net
Wayne Braunstein 304 728-7181 whbraunl1@peoplepc.com
FionaHarrison 304 724-T458........occ e s iaee s fharrison@brces.org
Diane Sylvester 304 263-6449 ........ccccoeeeevivieieierieiseseee e twosylvesters@cs.com
(please volunteer to fill this space)

Bill BEItoN 304 258-3067 .......coevveieieieeiieiesreesieeeceeeesresseee s whbelton@direcway.com

Susan Brookreson 304 263-2823 .........coceievieieiieieeiie e brookre@earthlink.net
Special Contacts

Kristin Alexander 304 229-9771 .......ccoevvieeeecieeeeee e Kaemail 730@aol.com

David Miller 304 263-3130 cdmillermart2@juno.com

Kathy BiltOn .......cocoiiiiiieeee et e kathy @fred.net




