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PVAS May Manage New Preserve Soon

PVAS is moving closer toward managing a second nature pre-
serve for The Nature Conservancy (TNC).

The October 2005 issue of Valley Views noted that TNC was
considering having PVAS manage anew nature preservein Morgan
County, WV, but TNC had not yet taken title to the property be-
cause of legal issues.

Thoseissues have now beenresolved, and TNC and PVASarein
the process of working out a management agreement similar to the
agreement by which we manage the Yankauer Nature Preserve in
Berkeley County.

Itisour hopethat this agreement will be finalized thisfall. Once
that’s done and we' ve agreed on a plan for use of the property over
the next few years, TNC and PVAS will make a formal, joint an-
nouncement and the new preserve will be opened to the public.

Thispreserve, whichiscalled Eidolon, islocated afew mileswest
of Berkeley Springs. It is a very different kind of property from
Yankauer, encompassing 355 mostly wooded acres along the sum-
mit and east side of Sideling Hill.

It hostsawidevariety of wildlife, includes several milesof walk-
ing trails, and offers spectacular views of the surrounding country-
side.

We' ve aready made plans to map Eidolon’s trails, and we are
working with an architect who is donating his time to help us de-
velop plansfor rehabilitating an old stone cabin on the property that
can be used as a shelter.

Over time, working with the M organ County community, we hope
to be able to provide educational programming at Eidolon aswell.

We will keep you posted as new devel opments occur.

PVAS Promotes New School Programs

Since 2003, PVAS has been offering Berkeley and Jefferson
County schoolsan environmental education program for fourth grad-
ers.

This fourth-grade program spans 16 weeks and is focused on
watershed protectionissues. It includes classroom instruction aswell

asfield trips. Some 500 children from five schools participated in
this program thisyear.

Now, PVASisgetting ready to ask Berkeley and Jefferson County
schools to take advantage of similar programs we have devel oped
for all theremaining K-6 grades.

All of these programs have been devel oped and field tested over
the past three yearsin partnership with Berkeley and Jefferson County
teachersthrough courses offered by West Virginia University.

All the programs utilize PVAS's Yankauer Nature Preserve as a
field laboratory and include pre- and post-visit classroom activities
to enhance and reinforce the field experience.

And all the programs are based on measurable learning and per-
formance objectives.

Theeffort to present these programsto the school sis being coor-
dinated by new PVAS board member Georgia Jeppesen, who isan
education specialist at the National Conservation Training Center.

In the future, we hopeto offer these programsto schoolsin Mor-
gan County and Washington County, Maryland, aswell.

New Land and Facilities Committee

Forming

Aspart of itsreorganization, PVASisinthe process of creating a
new Land and Facilities Management Committee.

Thispanel will beresponsiblefor advisingthe PVAShoard on all
matters relating to the administration and operation of the Yankauer
Nature Preserve and the new Eidolon Nature Preserve.

It will include both PVAS board members and volunteers who
have extensive experience with land and facilities management is-

Sues.
- Land and Facilities continues on page 2, bottom column 1

Fields Trips

September 2—Natural history walk at Blue Ridge Center
September 23—Birding walk at Blue Ridge Center
—seethe article on page 4

Potomac Valley Audubon Society is people dedicated to preserving, restor-
ing, and enjoying the natural world through education and action.



PRESIDENT’'S PERCH

Hello, everyone:

Thisis my first column as PVAS's president,
and | want to start by thanking my predecessor, ¢/ »f
Diana Mullis. By now, Diana has done just about every PVAS job
thereisand doneall of themwell. All of usappreciate her dedication
tothe chapter; | especially appreciate how helpful she’sbeenin edu-
cating me about the duties of the presidency.

Thisis an exciting time to be involved with PVAS. Just look at
therich variety of storiesin thisissue of thisnewsletter: it'sareflec-
tion of the fact that we' ve entered into a new period of change and
growth and we' re engaged in alot of new and different things.

In just the last six months we' ve made significant physical im-
provements at our Yankauer Nature Preserve and initiated several
new programs, including anature photography group for adultsthat
has proven to be more popular than we ever could have imagined
and an innovative nature photography camp for teenagers that is
regarded as amodel for the nation.

These accomplishments al one would be more than enough to sat-
isfy many Audubon chapters but we' ve done more than that. So far
thisyear, we' ve al so:

» finalized aset of grade K-6 environmental education
programs that can be used by local schools, and started
planning an effort to market those programs to school
administrators;

»  begun preparations for managing a second Nature
Conservancy property, the Eidolon Nature Preservein
Morgan County;

e completed and adopted a comprehensive plan for
reorganizing the chapter’s management structure, and
begun implementing that plan.

These three areas—our school programs, Eidolon, and our reor-
gani zation—will be no doubt be among our most important priori-
tiesin the months ahead. These areas will require alot of work but
if we handlethem well therewardswill be significant.

If we can persuadelocal schoolsto utilize our K-6 programs, we
will be able to greatly expand our service to the community. Suc-
cessful management of Eidolon will accomplish the same end and
also extend our geographical reach. Successful implementation of
our reorganization will put us on a sound management footing for
the years ahead.

WEe've recruited a new group of highly capable board members
and volunteersto help us move forward but there are still plenty of
tasks (some small, some big, some short, somelong) that need to be
done. Soif you'd liketo help, too, please let me know. Evenif you
only have alittle bit of time you can spare, I'm sure we can find
ways to put you to work.

-Land and Facilities continued from page 1
A preliminary meeting of potential committee membersisbeing
planned for sometimein September.

The effort to pull this meeting together is being coordinated by
new PVAS board member Clark Dixon, who is aretired National
Park Service administrator.
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Meeting Planned on Master Naturalist

Program

Work continueson launching Master Naturalist Program training
under PVAS'sauspices.

Former PVAS president Katherine Henry isorganizing aninitial
meeting of state officialsand local individualswho areinterested in
hel ping PVASinitiate and manage this program in the Eastern Pan-
handle.

Thismeeting istentatively set for September 18.

Katherine is working with Rose Sullivan, who coordinates this
program statewide for the West Virginia Department of Natural Re-
Sources.

Ms. Sullivan spoke to PVAS members about the program at our
November 2005 monthly meeting.

Patterned after the 33-year-old Master Gardener Program, the
Master Naturalist Program alowsindividualstoincreasetheir knowl-
edge of the natural world and encourages them to put that knowl-
edgeto work by assisting their communities.

Participants receive extensive classroom and field training in a
broad range of topicsin the fields of natural history and environ-
mental education.

Once certified, theseindividuals help their communitiesin vari-
ousways, such as constructing and maintaining naturetrails, assist-
ing scientistswith research, and giving presentationsto school chil-
dren and other groups.

New Photo Camp a Big Success

PVAS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Conservation
Training Center, and the Patuxent National Wildlife Refuge teamed
up this summer to create an innovative digital nature photography
day camp for areateenagers.

The camp was held July 31 through August 4 and included four
daysof field and lab training on the NCTC campusin Shepherdstown
and aone-day field trip to the Patuxent Refugein Laurel, Maryland.

Enrollment was capped to only nine students, so those who par-
ticipated received very intensive, hands-oninstruction. The students,
aged 13 to 18, also had full accessto NCTC's state-of-the-art com-
puter laboratory.

TheinstructorswereBill Wallen, aNational Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem volunteer and Nikon-sponsored photographer, and Matt Poole,
an NCTC training specialist who is one of the founders of our
Potomac Valley Nature Photographers group.

Bill, who livesin Woodbridge, Virginia, dedicated an entire week
of his annual vacation to help teach the camp. Matt also took a
week of vacation to participate.

Invaluable support for the camp was also received from several
corporate sponsors, including Nikon, which loaned cameras to all
the students free of charge, and Wimberly, Inc, a Winchester, Vir-
ginia, firm that loaned tripods and tripod heads.

- Photo Camp continues on page 5



News From
Yankauer

=

Audubon Discovery Camp Report

One hundred thirty-five camper slotswerefilled at thissummer’s
Audubon Discovery Camp at Yankauer, and ten families participated
in this year’'s family
campout! Wewerefortu-
nate enough to have
Danny Carter return as
camp director, and his
wife, Michelle Carter,
helped with camp regis-
trationsand other admin-
istrative matters. Two
intern/instructors were
hired to work with camp-
ers. Paz Parrondo and
Sam Padgett. Both did a
fabulousjob and received
accolades from campers and parents all summer long. Congratula
tions and thank you to our summer staff! The summer positions
were generously sponsored by Linda Case, Henry and Faye Daven-
port, Maggie Drennen, Stan and Judy Jones, and the Martinsburg
Rotary Club. Thank you!

Bob and Ruth Ann Dean get ready
to“owl prowl” at the campout

Thank You, Camp Scholarship
Sponsors!

In addition to our birdseed sale revenue sending children from
the PVAS service area to camp on scholarships, several generous
donors helped provide additional opportunities for children to at-
tend our Audubon Discovery Camp. Our sincere thanks goesto the
following for sending atotal of six additional childrento camp: Su-
san Benjamin, Frank Hill, Nancy Kirschbaum, and Donn Marshall.
PVASwas ableto send 12 children to camp on scholarship in total:
10 to Audubon Discovery Camp at Yankauer and 2 to Burgundy
Center for Wildlife Studies.

Music in the Cedars

For the third year in a row, concerts were held each Tuesday
evening in August from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. This year’s concerts in-
cluded “The Un-
fortunate Rakes,”
performing Celtic
jigs, reels, and
waltzes; “Allegh-
eny Uprising,”
performing origi-
nals and folk fa-
voriteswithan old
time Appalachian
influence; “The
Dilettantes,” play-
ing well-known

-

“ The Unfortunate Rakes’ performing on
August 1

acoustic folk songs, Cam Millar performed jazz on his trombone
with an accompanist; and singer and guitarist Seve Cifalaperformed
at thefinal concert on August 29. The concertswere extremely well
attended this summer, and they continueto be very popular commu-
nity eventsthat bring in both familiar and new faces. An enormous
thank you goes to al of the musicians. The donation of their time
and talent makes these concerts possible!

Potomac Valley Nature Photographers

(PVNP)

PVNP hosted their first professional one-day workshop on Sat-
urday, August 19. Tony Sweet, recently selected by Nikonasa“Leg-
end Behind the Lens,” came to share his techniques, experience,
and advice. The seminar included onson composition, creative
techniques, equipment, and digital workflow tips and techniques.
Tony showed hisbeautiful images and shared the creative and tech-
nical stories behind them throughout the day. At the conclusion of
the workshop, Mr. Sweet critiqued images that were submitted by
event attendees. In September, members of PVNP will be able to
judge each other’s submitted works and select photos to be dis-
played as part of the Potomac Arts Festival held by PVAS in No-
vember at NCTC.

Day of Caring

This year’s Day of Caring will be held on September 12 at the
Yankauer Nature Preserve. Thisisaday that many employersallow
their staff to volunteer for various
non-profitsin the community. We of -
ten have about 40 volunteers at the
preservemulching and trimmingtrails,
cleaning theparkinglot, pulling inva-
sive species, and enjoying giving back
to their community. If you'd like to
volunteer thisyear, call Alice Barkus
who is generously coordinating this
year's event. You can reach her at
876-8520 or abarkus@hughes.net. We hope you can join us!

Potomac Arts Festival

The Potomac Arts Festival isprogress- *
ing quite well under the expert guidance
of coordinators Sandy Sponaugle and
Mary Dubay. Forty-two juried artistswill
be exhibiting and selling their nature-in- *
spired art at thisyear’s event, to be held
once again at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service National Conservation Training Center. Mark you calen-
dars for November 3-5 to make sure you can attend! We are cur-
rently looking for sponsorsfor thisyear’s Festival. If you or some-
one you know might be interested in being a sponsor, please visit
www.potomacaudubon.org/artfestival to learn about sponsor levels
and benefits. We are also looking for Festival volunteers. If you
are interested in sponsoring or volunteering at this 2 Annual
Potomac Arts Festival, please contact Sandy at 304-876-8321 or
Sandy @PlatinumPublicRel ations.com.
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Fall Fund Drives Getting Underway

The United Way of the Eastern Panhandle and the Combined Fed-
eral Campaign (CFC) will kick off their annual fundraising cam-
paignsthismonth.

Their campaignswill last through December 15.

PVAS receives substantial funding from United Way and CFC
each year and encourages its members to give generously to their
campaigns. You can designate PVAS asthe recipient of someor all
of your donation if you choose.

CFCis, of course, the mechanism for federal employeesto con-
tribute to their local United Way. PVAS members who are federal
employees can designate PVAS to receive al or part of their CFC
contribution by entering PVAS's CFC number (5222) on the CFC
formthat they filewith their empl oying agency.

If you have any questions about this, please contact Kristin
Alexander at pvasmail @aol.com or 304-676-3397.

Race for the Birds Postponed

PVAS sannua “ThisRaceisfor theBirds!” run/walk event, which
traditionally has been held at the National Conservation Training
Center in or around October, will not be held thisfall.

Instead, the event isbeing shifted to next spring, to avoid conflict
with our Potomac Arts Festival, which isbeing held at NCTC No-
vember 3-5 (see separate article on this).

An exact date for the spring, 2007 “This Raceis for the Birds!”
event will be announced later. Please watch this newd etter and the
PVAS website for that announcement.

September Field Trips Set

PVAS membersareinvited to join the L oudoun Wildlife Conser-
vancy for two field tripsin September.

The first trip, which is set for Saturday, September 2, will be a
general natural history walk at the beautiful, 900-acre Blue Ridge
Center for Environmental Stewardship in nearby L oudoun County,
Virginia.

Thewalk will provide agood opportunity to view early-migrat-
ing birds, butterflies, and late-summer wildflowersin the company
of ahighly respected expert: it will beled by Dr. Stan Shetler, Cura
tor of Botany Emeritus at the Smithsonian I nstitution’s Museum of
Natural History.

The Blue Ridge Center islocated on Harpers Ferry Road (Route
671) afew miles south of Harpers Ferry and the confluence of the
Potomac and Shenandoah rivers.

Thewalking group will meet at the NeersvilleVolunteer Fire Sta
tion on Route 671 at 9:30 a.m. Ample spacefor parking isavailable
there.

Thosewhowishtojointhiswalk must pre-register. To pre-regis-
ter, or to get more information, contact Joe Coleman at 540-554-

2542 or jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org

The second trip, al so sponsored by the Loudoun Wildlife Conser-
vancy, will be abirdwatching walk at the same Blue Ridge Center
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on Saturday, September 23.

Participantsin thiswalk will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Neersville
Volunteer Fire Station. No pre-registration isrequired for thisevent.
Contact Mr. Coleman for more information.

September Meeting Will Focus on Horse-

shoe Crabs

Our September monthly meeting will focus on something new
and different: horseshoe crabs.

The meeting will be held on
September 13. As usual, it will
be held at 7:30 p.m. in the audi-
torium of the U.S. Geological
Survey’s L eetown Science Cen-
ter at 11649 Leetown Road
(County Route 1), Kearneysville.

The speaker will be Dr. David
Smith, abiological statistician at
the Leetown Center’s Aquatic
Ecology Branch.

Dr. Smith specializes in the
population ecology of declining
aguatic species, and his labora-
tory at L eetown has been study-
ing horseshoe crabs for the past
eight years to assess their popu-
lationin Delaware Bay.

Histalk will provide an overview of the horseshoe crab, its hu-
man uses, and itsinteractions with other species, especially migra-
tory shorebirds. He will also discuss the challenges of understand-
ing the status and trends of marine animals.

For more information about this event contact Peter Smith at
304-876-1139 or pvsmith@frontiernet.net.

New Naturalists’ Web Site

Eastern Panhandle resident and naturalist Cheryl Jennings has
started a new Web-based discussion group called the Eastern Pan-
handle WV Naturalist Group.

The group’s Web site can be found at http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/wvpanhandlenaturalists/.
Itisintended asaplace for communicating and sharing informa-

tion regarding topics of interest to Naturalists in the Eastern Pan-
handle.

Cheryl saysthe site will cover abroad range of Natural History
topicsincluding plants, mammals, fungi, insects, and geology.

She hopes participants will use it to communicate and share not
only substantive information but al so information about upcoming
events, and trips.

So far, the group has 29 members.

PVAS memberswho would like to sign up are encouraged to do
so.



-Photo Camp continued from page 2

PVAS greatly appreciatesthe generous efforts of al theindividu-
als, firms, and government offices that made the camp possible.

Thepictureat above showsall the camp participants. They areas
follows:

First Row, left to right: Mike Potter, Harper's Ferry; Skylar
Benedict, Berkeley County; Jason Smith, Shepherdstown; Joseph
Niks, Hedgesville; Jacob Van Vliet, Harpers Ferry.

Second Row, |eft to right: Matt Poole; PVASsKristin Alexander;
Matthew Sunday, K earneysville; Allison Smith, Harper'sFerry; Chels
Horbaker, Mercersburg, Pennsylvania; Alyssa Boucher, Harper's
Ferry; Bill Wallen.

By all reports, the camp was agreat success in spite of the chal-
lenging weather the participants had to endure (the week the camp
was held turned out to be the hottest week of the summer). The
students didn't just learn about the fundamentals of digital nature
photography and image editing, they also gained a greater under-
standing of nature and a greater appreciation for the conservation
ethic—which was, of course, one of our major goals in designing
this project.

And the students aren't done yet. The photographs they took at
the Patuxent Preserve will later be shared with a variety of audi-
ences (including the public) through a photographic print exhibit at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Visitor Center
in Laurel, Maryland, and at NCTC during our Potomac Arts Festi-
val. And the studentswill also deliver aphotographic slide presenta-
tion that tells "The Story of Patuxent” to a variety of local audi-
ences.

We hope to hold the camp again next year, but it should be noted
that this was not just alocal event: NCTC regards the camp as an
important, new educational model and will be encouraging other
Fishand Wildlifefacilitiesand conservation educati on organizations
nationwideto replicateit.

Congratulations to Bruni Haydl for Long-
tailed Skipper Butterfly Sighting

The jury isout as to whether it's aWest Virginia record; but, if
not, it'scertainly avery rare occurrence. Bruni documented asight-
ing in 2005 and had a previously undocumented sighting about nine
years ago. Congratulations, Bruni!

@® REDDOTALERT

If ared dot appears on your mailing label, your membership may
have expired and this could beyour last issue of Valley Views. Take
action to renew your Dual membership or Local membership.

r————~——F"""F " W/ —/ —/ — 1

JOIN PVAS TODAY!

We now offer two kinds of memberships:
1. PVASL ocal Membership

Here' swhat you get:

children.
* Discountsfor selected chapter activities, like children’s summer camps.

* A subscription to PVAS's newdletter and e-mail alerts about events
and programs of special interest.

|
|
|
|
|
|
» Accessto awide variety of PVAS programs and events for adults and |
|
|
|
|
|
* ALL your dues stay hereto support local PVAS efforts! :

To becomealocal member: Enclose acheck for $20 ($15 for seniorsand
students). Please make check out to “PVAS.” This fee covers member- |
ship for everyonein your household for oneyear.

|
2. Dual M ember ship with National Audubon |
|

You get al the benefits of PVAS membership plus membership in the |
| National Audubon Society, which includes a subscription to Audubon |
magazine. If you select this option, almost al of your dues will go to
| National Audubon. To obtain adua membership, enclose acheck for $20 |
| if you arejoining NAS for thefirst time ($15 for seniors and students) or |
| $35 to renew an existing NAS membership. Make check out to “ National |

| Audubon Society.”

| Member ship Form

| Name:

| Address:

| City:
Phone (optional):
E-mail: (optional):

State: Zip code:

|
| M ember ship Type (check one):
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
PVASLocal Membership |
| (For PVAS|ocal membership, check the box following if you do NOT |
| want PVASto shareyour contact information with National Audubon: |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| )
| Dual M ember ship with National Audubon

| I’dliketo get Valley Viewsby email___ USmail ___ (check one)

: ..................................... (Audubon chapter code Y 54; source code 79N7)
| Clip and mail thisform to:

| Membership Chair, PVAS

| PO Box 578

| Shepherdstown, WV 25443

|
|

Thank you for your support! o



P O Box 578

http://potomacaudubon.org

A proud partner of the United Way of
Berkeley and Morgan Counties,
United Way of Jefferson County, and
the Combined Federal Campaign.
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The Potomac Valley Audubon Society meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second
Wednesday of each month, September through April, in the auditorium at the
USGS Leetown Science Center, Leetown/Kearneysville, WV. Programs are free
and open to the public. For additional information about PVAS or its programs
and activities, please call any of the board members listed her or see http://
potomacaudubon.org. PVAS serves the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia
and neighboring Washington County, Maryland.

PVAS Officers and Board Members

President: Peter Smith 304 876-1139 .........ccceevvvvvrieerrne pvsmith@frontiernet.net
Vice President: Nancy Kirschbaum 304 876-6881 ...................... nancyk500@adel phia.net
PVASBOARD Secretary: Fiona Harrison 304 724-7458...........ccccccvvveveennne. h_f_harrison@yahoo.com
The PVASBoard Treasurer: Jane Vanderhook 304 876-6993 ............c.cccuunee. janehook @frontiernet.net
. Board Development:  Wayne Braunstein 304 728-7181..........cccccceeueneeee. whbraun@frontiernet.net
meets the first Board Members-at-Large:
Wednesday of ATCEBAKUS ..o abarkus@hughesnet
the month SUSAN BroOKI€SON ......cevviveciieceeectie et brookre@earthlink.net
Clark DiXON ...cveeeveeeeicciicceececee e dixonconsultants@aol .com
(Sept.-June). DAVIAEIGNAGE oo deldridge@citlink net
Meeting ROD HOXION ... rhoxton@hoxtonfinancial .com
. . GEOrgiaJeppPeSEN ..c.ccvvveeirieieieeseeeesienens georgia_jeppesen@adel phia.net
loacation will _be CarolyNnThOmMaS .......cccccvveeeiieecereese e webthomas@aol.com
announced prior ChristineWoIf .......covvvriiirenieeceeeeeiias chriswolfathome@yahoo.com
to meetings. Emeritus Board Members:
. Bill BEITON ..ot whelton@hughes.net
These meetings JEBNNEEY oo jeanecly @adelphia.net
are open to all Special Contacts
PVAS members. Director of Yankauer: Kristin Alexander 304 229-9771 ........cccceveuenne kaemail 730@aol .com
Web Master: Kathy BiltOn ........ccooveiiieiieecisceseees e kathy @fred.net

PVASWildlife Rescue Coord: DianaMullis....................... 304-267-3482 & 304 724-4500(day)



