Pollinators & Native Plants
What's A Gardner Supposed To Do?




What is Pollination?

Pollination Is the process of moving pollen
from one flower to another of the same species,
which produces fertile seeds. Almost all
flowering plants need to be pollinated. Some
plants are pollinated by wind, water, and some
are self-pollinating. However, the majority of

flowering plants depend on bees, wasps, flies,
butterflies, and moths.
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What is a Native Plant?
It depends on who you ask!

It is a native plant if it grows in North America.

It is a native plant if it grows east of the 100" meridian.

It is a native plant if it grows in the eastern deciduous forest.

It is native if it grows in the mixed mesophytic forest of the Appalachian
Mountains.

It is native if it grows within 5 miles of where you are sitting.

At the end of the day a plant that is native is what you decide (within
reason).

In 2008 the USDA Forest Service issued FSM 2070 Vegetation Ecology. It
defined “Native plant species. A plant species which occurs naturally in a
particular region, state, ecosystem or habitat without direct or indirect
human actions.”
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Central Appalachian Broadleaf Forest

Coniferous Forest Meadow Province - B, A00 sgLEe miles Wi 2 siEles.

 Primarily forested and mountainous.

 Elevations range from 300 feet to 6,000
feet.

 Average annual temperature range 50°
to 64° F.

 Average year round precipitation
between 35-80 inches.

« USDA Hardiness Zones 5b-8a (2023
version).

« Dominated by vertical zonation, with
lower limits of each forest belt rising In
elevation toward the south.

« Common tree species include oak, pine,
birch, beech, maple, elm, basswood,
hemlock, and spruce.

« Chestnut was once abundant, but has
been greatly reduced because of

USDA FiJTS chestnut blight.

= Bailey's Ecosystem Provinces
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So how do the previous three maps contribute to defining
what a native plant is?

* The last Laurentide ice sheet began to retreat 50,000 years ago and the
retreat of the Late Wisconsin ended 11,000 year ago. The Pleistocene
came to an end and the Holocene began

e Species of the broadleaf ecosystems began to move north, each species at
its own pace, with constantly changing species composition of their plant,
pollinator and wildlife communities.

* Forward to European settlement in the eastern deciduous forest. At the
time of settlement there was 988,421.5 square miles of EDF.

e Today, less than five percent of the eastern deciduous forest remains and
its highly fragmented and contains many invasive species!



Who are the Pollinators in Berkeley, Jefferson, &
Morgan counties, WV and Washington county, MD?

“* Ruby-throated hummingbird
*» Butterflies

** Moths

*»+ Beetles

* Flies

* Wasps

** Native bees and honeybees.
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Ruby-throated Humming Bird




Question Mark



Eight-spotted Forester moth



June Beetle



Tachinid Fly



Two-spotted Blue-winged Scoliid Wasp
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Metallic Green Sweat Bee



Native Plants do Many Things for Pollinators

*» Gardens and meadows with a variety flowers,
with a variety of shapes, & colors, with a
diversity of native plants that provide floral
resources throughout the growing season. A

constant supply of pollen and nectar will
attract more pollinators.

*»» Gardens planted with a diversity of native
plants will have more abundant and diverse
populations of bees & wasps, butterflies &
moths, beetles, flies and other insects.

*» Diverse native wildflower gardens & meadows
provide pollinators with nectar, pollen and
many nesting opportunities.



*» Plant gardens and meadows with a variety flowers, with a variety of
shapes, and with a variety colors. Native plants that flower throughout the
growing season will and do attract more pollinators.
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* Gardens planted with a diversity of native plants will have
more abundant and diverse populations of bees &
wasps, butterflies & moths, beetles, flies and other
INSects.




*» Diverse native wildflower gardens & meadows provide
pollinators with nectar, pollen and many nesting
opportunities from April to late October — early November.
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And, please don’t forget native flowering trees, shrubs, and
vines.
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Photo by Smith, RW.;
LB] Wildflower Center Digital Library




Native flowering trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, & wildflowers can
be planted in endless combinations to create welcoming gardens
and meadows that will support pollinators and other wildlife in

welcoming habitats.
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Let’s Start Plan A Native Plant Garden

What is your vision for your native plant garden or meadow?

What information is needed to begin planning your native plant garden or meadow?
What USDA Hardiness Zone do you live in?

What is the available sunlight; full, partly sunny/shaded, or shaded?

What is the soil type; sandy soils, loam soils, or clay soils?

What type of soil moisture is available: dry soils, medium soils or moist soils?

What or who benefits, birds, butterflies, pollinators, hummingbirds, host plant, deer resistant
or even a garden favorite? And to make it complex; it can be any combination thereof.

What native plants will you choose? What time of year does it bloom; what is the flower’s
shape, color, and is it appealing to pollinators and other wildlife.

Finally, is it appealing to you? Does it make you happy? if not change the plan!



~ 1. What is your vision for your native plant garden
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or meadow? | will share Penny’s and Larry’s
vision of we wanted our meadow to be.

We wanted an aesthetically pleasing
meadow with lots of native wildflowers,
grasses and sedges with athriving
pollinator habitat that would support
butterflies, moths, bees, wasps, birds,
and other wildlife.

And at the end of the day Penny and |
are very pleased and enjoy it very much!
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What USDA Hardiness Zone do you live in?
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USDA Agricultural Research Service

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

2023 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map
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You have your vision for a pollinator garden/meadow
& you have the information you need.
Now Think Like a Pollinator

Go Native: Pollinators are “best” adapted to local, native plants, which often
need less water than cultivars.

‘PenLar Meadow in May 2021’ Variegated Fritillaries on Heath Aster



Bee Showy: Flowers should bloom in your garden throughout the growing
season. Plant pussy willow, Serviceberry, violets, and wild hyacinths for spring,
and aster, joe-pye-weed, and goldenrod for fall.

Common Blue Violet Metallic Green Sweat Bee on Calico Aster



Bee Diverse: Plant a diversity of flowering species with abundant pollen and
nectar and specific native plants for feeding butterfly and moth caterpillars.

White-lined Sphinx Moth on Variegated Fritillary Ovipositing and larva
Heartleaf Four O’clock eating Common Blue Violet




Bee Aware: Observe pollinators and other fascinating insects when you walk
outside in nature. Notice which native wildflowers attract bumble bees or solitary
bees, moths, wasps and beetles.

Leafcutter bee on Azure Blue Sage
Note pollen on abdomen

Great Golden Digger Wasp entering a nesting
tunnel



Bee a little messy: Most of our native bee species

(70%) nest underground so avoid using weed cloth
or heavy muich.

‘PenLar Meadow’ November 2016



Bee Sunny: Provide areas with sunny, bare soll
that’s dry and well drained, preferably with
south-facing slopes.

Final Build of Sand Garden for Angle Square-headed Wasp’s Nest

Ground Nesting Insects in Sand Garden



Bee Patient: It takes time for native plants to grow and for pollinators to find
your garden, especially if you live far from wild lands.
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2014 the Meadow Begins
In January 2015 native plants seed
is thrown on the snow so as to be
stratified.

2016 Plugs of Perennials Flowers
Are Installed.

N June2017, Patie‘c is Rewred.



Bee Homey: Make small piles of branches to attract
butterflies and moths. Provide hollow twigs, rotten logs
with wood-boring beetle holes and bunch grasses and
leave stumps, old rodent burrows, and fallen plant
material for nesting bees. And let it stay were you put it
and allow it to decompose over winter. That
decomposing organic material will replenish your native
plants’ soils and be ready for next spring and it is free.



Additional Flower Beds Are Constructed & Good Things Come to Those Who Wait.




| Apil | May | June | July | August | September |  October |
Azure | |
Clouded Sulphur

Banded Hairstreak | I A B

Hackberry Emperor | B
Zabulon Skipper | | I B
Tawny-edged Skipper

Great Spangled Fritilary . |

Monarch

Ocola Skipper | .

Fiery Skipper 0 00 0000000000000 0000000000




Ensure there Is an adequate supply of pollen and
nectar through the entire growing season.

)

Queen Bumble Bee on Redbud Common Blue Violet Hoverfly on Possumhaw
April 8, 2020 April 17, 2021 June 6, 2018

Obliqgue Longhorn Bee on Gaillardia Ruby-throated Hummingbird on American Witch Hazel
August 6, 2014 Royal Catchfly July 29, 2016 November 6, 2018
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Red Buckeye

Aesculus pavia

Nodding Wild Onien

Allium cernuum

Serviceberry

[Amelanchier arborea

Serviceberry

Amelanchier laevis

Leadplant

Amorpha canescens

Blue star

[Amsonia tabernaemontana

Big Bluestem

Andropogon gerardii

Red Columbine

Aguilegia canadensis

Dutchman's pipe

Aristolochia tomentasa

Black Chokeberry

Aronia melanocarpa

Goat's Beard

Aruncus dioicus

wild Ginger

Asarum canadense

Marsh Milkweed

Asclepias incarnata

1 1 1 [ [ ] ] ] [

Sullivant's Milkweed

Asclepias sullivantii

Commen Milkweed

Asclepias syriaca

Butterflyweed

Asclepias tuberosa

Wheorled Milkweed

[Asclepias verticillata

Pawpaw

Asimina triloba

Sky-Blue Aster

Aster azureus

Heart-Leaved Blue Wood

Aster

Aster cordifolius

Heath Aster

Aster ericoides

Shining Aster

Aster firmus

Smooth Aster

Aster laevis

Calico Aster

Aster laterifforus

New England Aster

Aster novae-anglioe

Swamp Aster

Aster puniceus

Short's Aster

Aster shortii

Flat-Topped Aster

(Aster umbeliatus
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https:ﬂwww.missouribotanicalgarden.org.{m

ntFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=28

.indiananativeplants.org/im ci
Nedding onien.html

Striped Hairstreak host

+f fwww.missouribotanicalgarden. org/PlantFinder/P

Striped Hairstreak host

|

f |Southern Dogface host

Byssus Skipper host

o/ fwww.indiananativ

es/Columbine. html

Hard ta find

o/ /www.indiananativeplants.org/images/species
mans _pipe.html

Coral Hairstreak host

Dusky Azure host

'Y |Monarch host

P/ www.i nativeplants.org/i

Manarch hast

LA lalivey)
es/Marsh milkweed.html

Monarch host

S /www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/P

Manarch hast

Menarch host

n
xonid=276

Zebra Swallowtail host

ni rden. PlantFin

Pearl Crescent host

Pear| Crescent host

V' |Pearl Crescent host

Pear| Crescent host

Pear| Crescent host

Pearl Crescent host

Pearl| Crescent host

Pear| Crescent host

Pearl| Crescent host

Pear| Crescent host

Courtesy: Plant Finder Missouri Botanical Garden

Accessed: January 8, 2024
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. Please hesitate and give thought before gathering all the native
wildflower, grass, sedge stems, their seed heads and leaves from them,
and disposing of them.

. Germinating seed from the native plants in your garden or meadow will
provide extra new plants the following spring.

. As the spent vegetation decomposes it replenishes the soil while
providing an excellent organic mulch.

. Our winter birds will eat seed from the spent flower heads.

. Insectivorous birds will find over-wintering insects among the dead
vegetation to consume.

. Native bees and other insects over-winter in the spent stems.

. The single queen bumblebee over-winters in the base of grasses and
sedges.

. Mourning cloaks, question marks, and commas over-winter as adult
butterflies under the scaley bark of native trees.
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Plant a Pollinator Seed Mix to help "Bring Back the Pollinators." Designed
in collaboration with the Xerces Society this mix supports an array of native
pollinators. Long tongued bees, solitary bees, butterflies, moths and

others will benefit from the diverse bloom shapes & colors, offering nectar
and pollen throughout the growing season.

Quantity Price Ea.

1/4 Lb $95.00

1/2 Lb $190.00
1-2 Lb $265.00
3-4 Lb $208.33
5-9 Lb $187.00
10+ Lb $169.50
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Diervilla lonicera D B e st
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Specific epithet comes from the genus name for honeysudide (Lonicera).

The honey-like taste of the flower nectar can be enjoyed by suckling the flower, hence the common
name of honeysuckle. This species should not to be confused with Lonicera japonica, which shares
the common name bush honeysuckle and is an exotic invasive species to Missouri and the Midwest.

Problems
Mo serious insect or disease problems. Leaf spot and powdery mildew may ocoar.
Uses

Small hedge. Shrub borders. Naturalize in woodland gardens or on slopes in areas where plants can
spread to form colonies,

SngesledUse.}hbe,Ntm]me
I.ei:GondI—‘a]l

needed immediately after flowering. Plants grow best in cool summer climates.
Noteworthy Characteristics

Diervilla lonicera, commonly known as bush honeysuckle, is a suckering, densely branched,
deciduous shrub that typically grows to 3" tall and to 4" wide. It is native to dry rocky open woodland
areas and thickets from Newfoundland to Saskatchewan south to North Carolina, Tennessee and
Imlhsmtedfﬂrttxsmalldtﬂi:yfmm,ydlm dark green leaves and
fall color. Tube-like flowers (each to resembling the flowers of true
(genus Lonicera), bloom in panicles cgm]mhtespmgtneaﬂym(JmJulﬂ.lnm:htn
geﬂnwﬂm flower must be suckled, hence > (lg:;l
sterile set requires pollination from a nearby 1 kam metn ‘woody
ca;nies] Meiunlinng—lamedate,pﬂmi mﬂe,glcn%‘;mm&nz—s long)
changing to red in




Plant Guide

DOWNY
SERVICEBERRY
Amelanchier arborea (Michx.
f) Fern.

Plant Symbel = AMAR3

Contributed By: USDA NRCS Narional Plant Deara
Center & Biota af North dmerica Program

Alternate common names

Sarvis-berry, shadblow, shadbuzh, juneberry,
sugarphom, Indian chemy

Uses

Trees of downy serviceberry are penerally not large
enough for sawiimber tut they have been nsed for
pulpwood. The wood is extremely heavy and hard
and is occasionally made into tool handles. Cree
Indians prized it for making armows.

At lesst 40 bird species (for example, mockingbirds,
cardinals, cedar waxwings, towhees, Baltimore
orioles) eat the fruit of dmelanchier species.
Mammals that either eat the fiit or browse the teizs
and leaves of dowmy serviceberry inchnde squirmels,
rabbits, chipnmmks, mice, voles, foxes, black bears,
deer, and elk. The froits taste similar to blnebery —
they are eaten fresh or cooked in pastries or
puddings.

The trees are used as omamentals and meamy cultivars
herve been selected for variation in growth habit,
flower size and color, and leaf color. The fall foliage

Plant Materisls <hitp:/plant-materials nres nsda gow=
lant-materials. nrcs usda. gov/inranet/pfs himl=

Plant Fact Sheet/Guide Coordination Page <hrp:
Mational Plant Diata Center <httpc//npdc wsda. gove=

blends orange and gold with red and preen. It prows
in partizl shade to full sun, preferming moist but well-
drained soil but will also grow in dry sites.

Status

Please consult the FLANWTS Wb site and your State
Department of Matural Resources for this plant’s
current stats, such 2s, state stams and wetland
indicator vahes.

Description

Fose Family (Rosaceas). Mative shrabs or small
trees to 10 meters tall, with a narrow, rounded crowm,
the twigs often red-browm to purplish. becoming
gray; bark smooth prayish, "striped” with vertical
fismres and very ormamental. Leaves: deciduous,
alternate, simple, oval to oblong, 5-13 cm long,
elabrous above, pubescent and paler beneath the
base rounded or heart-shaped soute or acuminste st
the tip, with finely twothed margins. Flowers: 3-15 in
elongate chosters at the branch tips, before the leaves
sppear; petals 5, white, 10-14 mm long and strap-
like. Fruits 6-12 mm wide, on long stalks, red-purple
at matarity; seed 5-10 per fruit. The common name:
in some regions, the flowers are gathered for chamch
services, hence serviceberry or sanvis-berry; or
“service” from “sarvis,” in tum a3 modification of the
older name “Sorfus.™ a closely related penms.

Variation within the species: Three varieties have
been recognized: var. alabamensiz (Brimn) G
Jomes; var. arbore; and var. qusiromontong (Ashe)
Ahles.

Distribution

Diramy servicebermy is widespread in the ezstern TS
and southeastern Canada (Mew Brnmswick and
southern Newfoundland to Quebec and Ontario);
south to the northermn tip of the Florida Panhandle and
west to Alsbama, southern Mississippd, Louisiana
and Texas (rare), Oklshoma, Kanszs, Nebracka, and
Minnesota.

Adaptation

Diwrwmy servicebemy grows in a varety of habitas —
swampy lowlands dry wonds, sandy bloffs, rocky
nidpes, forest edges, and open woodlands and fHelds.
It is a late successional to climax species in mixed-
hardwood forests of the central 175, commonty a5 an
understory species. In the southem Appalachians,
downy servicebermry grows in red spruce-Fraser fir
forests at elevations of 1500-200) meters with yellow

USDA NRCS Plants Database
Accessed February 10, 2024
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Plant Fact Sheet

SWAMP MILKWEED

Asclepias incarnata L.
Plant Symbol = ASIN

Conmibated by: USDA NRCS, Noman A Berg Mational
Plant Materials Center, Beltsville, MDD

Jexmifer Anderson. IA. Scon Co., Davenpory, Nahant biarsh. Jamuary
2, 2002

Alternate Names

Fuose milkweed

Pleurisy Root

White Indian hemp

Warning: Swamp milkwesd may be toxic when taken
internally withont safficient preparation_

Uses

Conzervation: Swamp milkweed is a native, colonizing,
perennial wildflower useful for wetland rehabilitstion It
is 3 good component of 2 wildlife seed mixtore when
speded with native prasses and wildflowers. It prefers
muaisture retentive to damp sodls in foll sun to partial
shade

Wildlje: Swamp milkweed iz a favored food of monarch
butterfly (Danaus plexippus) lanva (shown in the picrre
above). Swamp milkweed is slso an important food
spurce for the queen butterfly (Danaus giippus) larva.
Warions other tutterflies and mminghirds consume
nectar from the flowers.

Ethmobotamical: The Chippewa and Iroquois have nsed an
infusion of the roots externally to strengthen the body and
heal babies” navels. The Iroquois and Meskwaki have also
used a decoction of the roots andor aerial portions of the
plant as an emetic, dinretic, and anthelmintic (de-
worming agent). The common name, Fleurisy Root,
comes from its once common use to reat hmg problems.
Swamp milkweed is toxic when taken in larpe doses. The
tonzh stringy stem fibers have been wsed to make twine,
rope and rough textiles.

The downy parachutes (comsas) that are attached to each
seed are six times more buoyant that cork and five times
warmert than wool Large quantities of milkweed were
grown for use as suffing in pillows and lifsjackets during
World War IL

Landscape: Swamp milkweed is a tall plant with fraprant,
showy clusters of pink and light porple flowers. It does
well in landscape plantings with moist soil and in
planfings near bodies of water. Unlike mamy

swamp milkweed tolerates hesvy clay soils and is very
deer-resistant. It is 3 more cultivated alternative to
common milkweed that is also stiractive to egg-laying
Monarchs.

Lvestock: The bitter leaves of swamp milkweed do not
appeal to livestock; sheep are especially susceptible o the
poisonous compounds in swamp milkweed, and sheep
fatalities have been reported after consuming the plant.

Status

Please consult the PLANTS Web site and your State
Deepartment of Natural Resources for thiz plant’s curment
statns (e, threatened or endanpered species, state
nowious stats, and wetdand indicator vales).

Description and Adaptation

Swawp weilloweed distribunon from USD4-NRCS PLANTS Darsbase.

Lin
i

Plant Guide

BLUE WILD INDIGO
Baptisia australis (L.) R. Br. ex
Ait. f.

Plant Symbol = BAAT

Commributed by: USDA NRCS Eanzar Plant
Materials Center

Coustary of Sneithsomiam Institmtiom
Dapt. of Sywsmatic Biclogy-Botamy

Alternate Names

bine false indizo, wild indizgo, plains wild indigo,
false mdige, baptisia, plaims baptisia, rattlepod,
rattlebush, rattlebush wild indizo.

Uses

Conzervation: It makes good gromd cover in summy
locations because of its boshy habit, extensive root
systems and perenmial life form It is a native
legume, fixes nitrogen in the soil and can be part of 3
mond wildlife seed mivtore when native prasses and
forbs are sseded.

Plant Materials <hitp://plant-materials nres nsda. gow=
lant-materials. nres usda. gov/ inranet'pfs hml=

Plant Fact Sheet'Guide Coordination Page <hrtp:,
HMational Plant Data Center <http:/inpdc usda gov=

Cultural: Presently, Baptisia australiz, is grown by
many as an cmamental in cutdeor flower gardens or
as a decorative border. It has become popular
becamse it grows well in many areas outside its native
range when planted, does well without watering,
requires no fertilizer or pesticide treatments and
needs no pnming. The pods have been used in dred
flower arranpements. When in bloom the brighthy
colored blue flowers amanped in spikes make it very
arractive. However, a bongquet of fresh out flowers
does not Last very long. The flowers and stems tum
bilack as soon as they begin to dry.

The Cherokess used the plant as a source of blue dye
for their clothes. Early pioneer settlers copied this
practice. A common name, false indigo, indicates it
is not the tue indigo plant (fdiggira tciora L)
which was infroduced from the India subcontiment
and cultivated for blue dye by many landowners
during the early settlement of America Some Indisn
tribes nsed it for medicinal puwrposes. The Osage
made eyewash from the plant. The Cherokees would
make a tea from it. A hot tea was taken as a
purgative and a cold tea to prevent vomiting. A
pulverized root or hot tea was held over a sore tooth
to relieve the pain.  Indian children would nse the
dried pods with the loose seeds inside as rattles.

Stafus

Please consult the FLANTS Web site and your State
Deepartment of Natural Resources for this plant’s
current statns (g.g. threstened or endsngered species,
state noxious status, and wetland indicator valnes).
This plant is considered threatened in several states.

Description

Gemeral: Blue wild indigo is a native, perennial desp
rooted wam season legume which reproduces by
seed or thizomes. The leawves are alternate and
trifolizte. The plant is erect, rising from 2 branched
oot system which has root tubercles. It branches at
the top with the flowers in an etect short terminal
raceme at the pinnacle The stems are stout and
glabrouns. It may grow up to 3 feet tall and 3 feet
wide. Nommally, it is sbout 3 feet tall and 2 feet
wide. The flowers are hermaphroditic, about 1 mch
long and may range in color from lizht blue to deep
purple. The fruit is an inflated hardened pod from 1
to 3 inches long and from 1/2 to 1 inch in dismeter.
When mature the pods contsin & number of small
seeds, which are loose. Depending on the region it
may flower from April (in the sowuth) through Angust



Aquilegia canadensis  Tried and True
- R Hative Plant Selzstions
wild or Eastern =—ed Columbrine for the Mid-Atlantic
This lovely wildflower is native to woodlands and rocky slopes through m:;\
miuch of the eastern half of North America* Its nodding, belHike flowers on P\,‘JIGNV
delicate fdm attract hmm and butterflies. The “dﬂa Nafive e sozenes o vetten vive
Plant Soclety honored Wild Columbine as Wildflower of the Year in 1388, T

Penannial Bud to Blossom, Fowers En Masse, Fruit

Height: 123 feat
Spread: 1-1% feet
Bloom Color: Red and yeBow

Characterstica |

Erect, branching, herbaceous perennial

Compound green- o blue-gresn leaves with
round kobes in groups of three

Nodding flowers sport red sepalks, red spurs, with
yelow paials and hanging stamans Aprl fo July

Shimy black seeds in an etastioof olicles
Salsesads to form lange colonies but not fiuggish

Attributes

Tolarates dry sol, drought, and rabbits

No serious diseases and good resistence o beaf
miner whera injury tends to be mosfy cosmedic

Deer seddom severaly damage

Ethmobotanic uses; may be harmful if ing esiad

Afiracts hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, moths

Growing and Maintenance Tips Excellent Replacement for

Sod Reguiremants: Average, wel-drained Alliaria pefiolata - Garbc Mustand

Light Raquiremenis: Sun, Partial Shade Aguilsgia wulgans - European Columbine®

Water Requirements: Dry, Moést

Confinuous full sun/extreme iamp erature s may
affect growth; folage may go dormant for a time

Prune empty sesd folicles in summer tokeep fdy

Generaly Bves 35 years and neads no dividing | *in the Mo-Adartic Regon, & s nate to DO, isram in DE, and
s throughout PAC In VA, It common [nithes mouniairs,

Usaiﬁbﬂl‘dﬂmui\miﬁalm}aﬂmdgn‘dam Freaiart I th Pladmort, ard infradiuart in e Coastal Plaim
TTDRarers SOl Fd A P QP oW IR cload rod mity may

Hardiness: USDA Zonas 3-8 frasaly Fiybrcize.

developed by Master Gardeners of Morthern Virginla, senang Arding i and Alexandria
Images by Mary Fres, Ousmy Shade Garden and by Blsine Mills (bottom left), LS. Mational Arboretum
Virginia R SRESL NN S I i T AR .
‘Emperatwe vt Tl Ao el ) I e & Pooparice Eoatn, hrie Wit Pleynl R
Polytachnic Iretiouts ard _vrw\-ﬁ:_mmqw‘muimu

EEIEI'ISI:I:IH dgrinuinre Cparanng. im IJJW sbaraon, ‘Argine Teh, h':'"l.'l.é'. Nﬂﬁ'\.‘g.
. )t v i nckat g L Ry P s, L] T i

New Moon Nursery

Hti*.'r: to r-:ur‘.h America

FIRST IMPRESSIONS: Asclepias tuberosa iz an upright perennial with oblong leaves. In
summer large clusters of bright crange flowers grace the plant. Flowers attract a bevy of nectar
seeking butterflies. Plants are best adapted to sunny sites with well drained or dry soil.
HABITAT & HARDINESS: Asclepias tubsrosa ooours in prairies, open woods or on roadsides
in eastern and central North America. Range extends from Canada to Florida and west to
Anizona often on deep sandy soils.

Plants are hardy from USDA Zones 3-9.

PLANT DESCRIPTION: Asclepias fuberosa is a bushy warm season perennial with many
branched pubescent stems emerging from a sturdy tap root. Unlike other milkweeds, thiz one
does not contain milky latex sap.

The leaves are bright green and lance shaped. Summer flowers are amanged in flat topped
clusters and are composed of many small star shaped florets in shades of crange and

scarlet. This milkweed i a repeat bloomer that atiracts butterflies, moths, bees and
hummingbirds.

Young gray-green seed pods are covered in short silky hairs. The pods split when ripe and
release brown seed with silken parachutes that drift away on the wind.

Plants grow 3’ tall with 3’ spread.

CULTURAL & MAINTENANCE NEEDS: Asclepias fuberosa is an easily cultivated sun loving
plant for well drained or dry soils. Mistakes made in culiivation can usually be attnbuted to
pampering the plant. Successful culture requires that the gardener duplicate the harshness of
the natural ecosystems where this milkweed occurs.

Established plants are very drought tolerant but are difficult to transplant due to the taproot.
They also tolerate harsh winds and controlled bums.

Recently planted plugs may need mulch to protect them from frost heaving. Asclepias
tuberosa emerges from dormancy later than many so planting locations should be marked to
avoid disturbance.

Asclepias fuberosa is not palatable to deer and other herbivores but all gorts of insects love

it. In fact, it iz almost impossible to grow milkweed without a throng of cleander aphids in
residence. These tiny orange plant lice suck the plant's sap and exude sticky honeydew that is
the perfect cultural medium for black scoty mold. If this is an issue, conventional pesticides
should be avoided because they often kill the highly desirable Monarch Butterfly caterpillar.
LAMDSCAPE USES: Thiz iz a great choice for a Wildlife Garden, Dry Meadow or

Prairie. Plants are also used as an Accent, Butterfly Nectar Plant, Butterfty Host Plant or as part
of a Grouping or Mass Planting. Asclepias tuberosa provides Showy Blooms and can be used
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